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One of the most attractive sports of Istanbul is the 
Tower of Leander, avery picturesque lighthouse built 
on a tiny isle in the southern entrance of Bosphorus 
just in front of Scutari.
While it is known to the Europeans with the name 
of Tower of Leander its Turkish name is Kez Kulesi, 
meaning Maiden's Tower.
More than giving a historical account of the Tower 
of Leander, the following lines aim to pustify its Tur­
kish name and to demonstrate that there can be seen 
no reason for its being named Tower of Leander.
According to the Greek Mythology, Leander was 
a very handsome young man who lived in Abydos, a 
city of the Asiatic shore of Dardanelles, today’s Na- 
gara Kalesi. Just in front of Abydos, on the European 
shore, there was the city of Sestos, famous for its 
temple venerated in the name of Goddess Venus. It is 
in this temple that a very beautiful priestess named 
Hero was serving. Once Leander and Hero having 
been met, a strong sentiment was developed between 
them. Their furtive rendez-vous were taking place at 
nights. Leander was crossing the straight every night 
by swimming and was returning to Abydos in the same 
way, before the break of the down. Their romance 
was not to last for long. One stormy night Leander 
while swimming was drowned. In vain Hero waited 
for him till morning. The next day the waves brought 
to the shore the corpse of Leander. Hero, then not 
withstanding her big pain ends her life by falling into 
the sea, thus terminating the mythe.
But what connection can there be between legen­
dary Leander and the isle of Bosphorus?
There seems to be no doubt that it is in result of 
some mistake that the name of mythological Leander 
has been alleged to the house for the navigators of 
the old days. A very old map with the name of Ta­
bula Pentingeriana" kept in the Library of Vienna 
shows the Tower of the Bosphorian Isle with the name 
of Chrisopolis written in Latin. It is one of the few 
known light houses of the antiquity.
It appears obvious that someone having confused 
the two common characteristics has unwillingly trans­
ferred the myth of Leander from Dardanelles to Bos­
phorus, and thus the appellation of “ Tower of Lean­
der" has been rooted deeply.
The isle of Bosphorus has its authentical history 
which correctly justifies its Turkish appellation of 
"Maiden’s Tower” as translated from Turkish.
In 348 the Athenians being in war against the 
Macedonians sent as reinforcement to Byzantium a
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fleet of forty vessels under the command of Admiral 
Charis. Conforming to the custom of those days Cha- 
ris took with him in this compaign, his charming con­
cubine Voidion, famous for her exceptionally big and 
expressive eyes.
During her stay in Byzantium, Voidion fell heavily 
sick and having foreseen her death requested that 
she be burried on the isle of Bosphorus in front of 
Chrrsopolis, so that she could posthumously too enjoy 
the beauty of the two continents. She had, further­
more, requested that a statue of a heifer be errected 
on her tomb to symbolize her. (The Greek work for 
“ heifer” is “ voidion” . The concubine of Admiral Cha­
ris was called Voidion because her eyes were as ex­
pressive and beautiful as those of a heifer.)
Voidion, being bestowed with the poet's talent, 
before dying wrote a few lines for being carved under 
her statue as symbolized by a heifer. The verses dis­
close in brief her true story. Their authenticity is con­
firmed by serious historical sources.
Probably Voidion's statue of heifer and the afore­
mentioned verses were existing till the time Istanbul 
was conquered by the Turks, in result of which the 
light house of this small isle was correctly called Kiz 
Kulesi meaning “ Maiden's Tower” .
This old light house being destroyed in 1510 by 
a terrible earthquake was immediately after restored 
by Sultan Selim I. In 1857 it was illuminated by the 
French Society of Turkish Lighthouses. Since 1920 it 
has obtained an automatic light. The light house 
beside being used as a tomb for Voudion has also 
served as a prison for the Vezire Hekimoglu Ali Pasha.
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